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MALTA

The planned offshore wind farm Sikka l-Bajda, which was 
expected to be a major contributor to the RES target of a 10% 
renewable share in gross final energy consumption by 2020, 
will not be considered further because of environmental 
and economic reasons. Instead, the majority of renewable 
electricity shall be generated from a high number of small 
capacity installations. One promising idea is the installation 
of solar car parks, which are considered to offer an efficient 
alternative considering the limited space.

In June 2014, the Malta Resources Authority has published 
amendments, which state that the feed-in tariff, which is 
granted for 20 years, amounts to € 0.155 per kWh for roof-
mounted PV installations with a capacity of less than 40 kW 
and € 0.15 per kWh for roof-mounted PV installations of 40 kW 
or more installed between 1 November 2014 and 30 April 2015.

Malta’s energy policy aims at stabilizing its energy supply. 
Regarding this aim, the Interconnector project to Sicily is 
being implemented, and after some delay it is now expected 
to be operative by June 2015.

The key policy instrument for RES-H&C is a subsidy scheme. 
Once-only grants for solar water heating systems to private 
house owners are available, funded only from the national 
budget.

Biodiesel in Malta is retailed either directly from the 
manufacturers or from a number of petroleum filling 
stations. Biodiesel, though, has a separate pump at the 
filling station, forcing drivers to create the mix themselves 
by taking fuel from two separate pumps.

KEY TRENDS IN THE RES SECTOR
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ELECTRICITY SECTOR

Reduce the complexity of administrative procedures: 
Guidelines for RES installations exist only at micro level. 
As for large-scale projects, there are no rules or guidelines, 
nor a clear sharing of responsibilities. The Malta Resource 
Authority, Malta Environment and Planning Authority 
and Enemalta (energy company) are answerable to three 
different ministries, and the responsibilities of each are 
not clear to the other two. Private investors have come to 
Malta to develop renewable energy projects. However, most 
of them have backed out because of administrative reasons 
(high time consumption , unclear procedures…). As of now, 
there are no established rules for the development of large-
scale projects, and different authorities do not know how to 
deal with such request, resulting in a lack of coordination, 
unclear responsibilities and a time-consuming application 
process.

An integration of RES-E in spatial and environmental 
planning is needed: The demographic and geographic 
characteristics of the country alone create issues for spatial 
planning, as Malta is a very small and densely populated 
state. Spatial planning, thus, takes into consideration 
the issue of devoting areas to RES, but often clashes with 
other planning needs. Large-scale RES installations are not 
possible in Malta, for this reason.

Reduce the duration of administrative procedures: The lead-
time needed to establish  grid connection, including the 
collection of all permits, may be several years.

HEATING AND COOLING SECTOR

The implementation of a reliable RES-H&C strategy and 
support scheme is needed: The only scheme in place is 
the promotion scheme for domestic solar water heaters. 
The scheme has been active since May 2011 and will be re-
launched annually at the end of the year, as it is linked to the 
National Budget. Hence, the long-term security of RES-H&C 
support measures is not guaranteed.

transport sector

Establish technical regulations to mitigate barriers for 
biofuel blending: Biodiesel has a separate pump at the filling 
station, forcing drivers to create the mix themselves by 
taking fuel from two separate pumps. This creates a barrier 
to the acceptance of biofuels, as it adds one step to the 
procedure of re-filling.

Policy Recommendations

Raise the remuneration level for RES-H&C installations: 
According to an analysis on the monetary sufficiency of the 
measures in the renewable heat sector, the analysed heat 
sources (i.e. district heating, heat pumps and biomass) have 
been considered to be supported insufficiently. Only in the 
case of solar thermal applications, adequate remuneration 
levels have been identified.

Implement regulations for a suitable installation of solar 
H&C technologies: Around 50% of the Maltese population 
live in apartment buildings. This means that they might not 
have access to the roof (except for the last floors). In order 
to solve this problem, facade instalments may be an option, 
however the Malta Environment and Planning Authority 
does not easily grant permits, for aesthetic reasons or for 
lack of knowledge, as this is a rather new technology in Malta. 
Another argument is that most detached-house tenants are 
elderly couples who have a smaller interest in installing, also 
because there is a tendency, after their death, is to sell the 
property, demolish the house and build apartment buildings. 
Another example is that there are no solar rights in Malta, 
meaning that if a building has a new flat built at its top, 
which casts shadow on the solar panels of the neighbouring 
building, no compensation is paid to the solar panel owner.


